Subcutaneous emphysema associated with pneumomediastinum after general anesthesia--closed rhinolalia as an initial presentation in one of two cases.
We report two cases of subcutaneous emphysema associated with pneumomediastinum after general anesthesia. One of them was devoid of common symptoms such as chest pain and dyspnea, but significant closed rhinolalia was noted initially. Though in these two cases the chest CT scanning revealed no perivascular emphysema, we highly suspected that this phenomanum resulted from alveolar rupture with Macklin effect. Close observation was the best treatment since neither trachea injury was in evidence nor was there the occurrence of other complication. The differential diagnosis and approach to therapy are presented after review of the relevant literature.